Prescot Town Council

Notice of conclusion of audit

Annual Governance & Accountability Return for the year ended 31 March 2025

Sections 20{2) and 25 of the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014

Section 16 of the Accounts and Audit Regutations 2015 (81 2015/234)

1. The audit of accounts for Prescot Town Councit for the year ended 31
March 2025 has been completed and the accounts have been published.

2. The Annuat Governance & Accountability Return including the auditor’s
certificate and opinion is avaitable for inspection and copying by any local

government elector of the area of Prescot Town Council on application to:
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3. Copies will be provided to any local government elector of thearsa on
payment of £ \__(c}for each copy of the Annual Governance &
Accountabitity Return.

Announcement made by: (d) hex Slenad - Toma) Crolie

Date of announcemertt: (e) 18 b AQG\} ST 2@’2—5—

Notes

This notice and Sections 1, 2 & 3of
the AGAR must be published by 30
September. This must Include
publication on the smaller
authority’s wehbsite. The smaller
authority must decide how longto
publish the Notice for; the AGAR and
external auditor report must be
publicty available for 5 years.

{a) $nsertthe name, position and
address of the persen to whom
local government electors should
applyto inspect the AGAR

{n} Insert the hours during which
inspection rights may be
axercised

{¢) Insertareasonable sum for
copying cests

{d} Insert the name and position of
person piacing the notice

(e} Insertthe date of placing of the
netice

www.pld-l.eom




Section 1 — Annual Governance Statement 2024/25

We acknowledge as the members of:

our responsibility for ensuring that there is @ sound system of internal control, Including arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to'the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2025, that,

‘Yes means that this authonly:

prepared ils accouniing statemenis in accordance

1. We have put In ildce arrangaments for effective financial
with the Accotnts end Audit Regulations.

rranagement during (he year, and forthe preparation of
tha accounting staternents.

2. Wa maintalned an adequate systam of internal coritrol
Including measures designed to preventand detect fraud
and corruption and reviewed ils effecliveness,

made proper arrangements and acceplted responsibilly
for safeguarding the.public money and resources in
Its charge. '

his ohly done what it has the legal power lo do and has

3. We took alf Teasenable steps lo assura owrselves
cornpiied with Proper Praclices in doing so.

that thiete are nio matters of actual or potential
non-compliance with laws, reguiations and Pfoper
Practices thal eould have a significarit financial effect
on the abifity of this authority to conduct ils

business ar manage iis finances,

4. Weprovided proper opposturilty during the year for
the exereise of eléctors’ rights In accordance wih the
requiremants of the Accounts and Audit Regulations,

5, We carried out an assessment of the fisks facing this
authority and took appropriate steps fo manage those
risks, incliding the fritreduction of internal contrefs andfor
external Insurance cover where required.

6. We maintained throughout the year an adequate and

effective system of infernal audit of fha accounting
records and conltref systams.

during the year gave all persons inlerested the opporunily lo
inspect and ask guestions about this avthority's accounts.

considered and documenled the financial and ather risks it
faces @nd dealt with them properly.

amanged for a compatent persen, independent of the financlal
controls dnd procediires, to give an objestive view on whether
Internal canirols meel the needs of this smaller atthosily.

responded to mafters brought to its attention by i_n!ér_nal and
exiernal audft.

disclosed eumyfmn g /f.shauld have abotf its business activilty
during the year including everils taking plate after the year:
end if relevant.

7. Wae took 'appropriate agtion on. all maiters raised
in roports from internal and external audit,

8. We cansidered whether ariy Bligation, liabilities or
commitments, evants ortransaclions, océurdng either
during ér after the year-end, have a financial Impacton B
this authority and, where appropriate, have inckuded tham |
inthe accounting statements. '

. {Far foeal coundils only} Trust funds Including
gharitable. In our capacity as \he sole managing
trustee we discharged eur accountability
responsibllilies fer the fund{s)fassets, inchiding
firtanicial repérting and, if required, independent
examination or audit,

*please provide explanations to the external auditor ona séparate shest for edeh 'No’ response and deseribe
how the authority will address the weaknesses identified. These sheets must be published with the Annual
Governance Statement,

I f1s st all of its responsibiitiles where, as a body:
corporale, it is a sole managing frustee of a local
trust or Irusts.

h -]

This Annual Governance Statement was appraved ata Signed by the Chair and Clark of the megting wtisre
rieeting of the autharity on: approval was givén:

and recarded as minute reference:
b i
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" gection 2 — Accounting Statements 2024/25 for

Year ending Motes and guidance
41 Blarch 31 March
2025

£

2:{+) Precepl or Rates and
Levies

“Total amaunt of precapt {orfor IDBs. raies and levies)
rece:ved orrecerVabIe in‘the year. Exciude gy grants

Tofa! fncome orreteipts ag recoitd fi theé cashbook loss

3. (+) Total other racelpts
’ atesflevies-received fline 2). Include any

4. (Y Staff costs otal e e or paymort
i of all e poyees . Include ross salarles and wages,
| employers Ni contitbitions, employars pension

confribulians, gratulfies’ ‘and severarce payments.

Total expenditure or paymsnfs of capital and.interest
made.during the year-on the duthaiify's berrowings (if afy).

5, (- Loan Inferestcapital
repayments:

.| 6. () All other payments Total expenditure. orpayments as reco:ded inthe cash-
gl Gsfs (ling 4)-and loan interest/capital

paymenrs {ine 5).

Total balances and reserves.at therend of the year. Must
equa! {1 ¥2+3) - (4+5+6)

7.(=) Balances carfied
forward

“The stin o all clirrent and deposit hank aceotnls; “cash
holdings and shert term investments held as.al 31 March —
To agree with bank reconcillation.

| The value of aff the property 1he uthiorly owné —itis made
3 up of all its fixed assefs and Tong’ term Investments as at
31 March.

The ouistanding eapital ba!ance as:at 31-March.of el Ioans
| from third parties {including PWLEB).

8, Total valie of cash and
short term investinents

9, Total fixed assets plus
long term investments
and assels

10, Total botiowings’

For Lacal Councils Only 2t Ne

414, Disclosure note te Trifst flirds 1 “The Council; as a body corporate; actsas sole inistee and
{includ s responsible for anaging. Trustfinds orassels.

The figlires.ini the- accountmg stalsments above
| exclude any: Trust fransactions:

f1b: Dlsclosure note ré Trust funds
L(mc[udmg‘chaniab_le}

| éertify thatfor ihe-year. .ended 31 Merch 2025the Accounllng
Statementsin this Annual Governgnce Bnd Ao
Retiitn hava been prépaied on. githera recelpts and payments
‘o inGome and expenditure basis followingd the guidance i
Governance and Acé ibitity far Sialler-Authoritles —a
uide to Proper Practices-and present fairly
the fi mancl posttien of this authority,
~,S!gned by Respensible Financia[ Ofﬂcer befare héing

he, ' EQT.

ite, the Accounting

Date

.Annual Governancs ; and Accountablhty Return 2024/25 Form3 Page 5of &
tocat Counlis, Tntetnal Dralnage Boards and other Snialler Authorities*




Section 3 — External Auditor’s Report and Certificate 2024/25

in respect of Prescot Town Council - LA017

1 Respective responsibilities of the auditor and the authority

Our responsibility as auditors to complete a limited assurance review is set out by the National Audit Office (MAO). A
fimited assurance review is not a full statutory audit, it does not constitute an audit carried out in accordance with
international Standards on Auditing (UK & Ireland) and hence it does not provide the same leve! of assurance that such an
audit would. The UK Government has determined that a lower jevel of assurance than that provided by a full statutory audit
is appropriate for those local public bodies with the lowest levels of spending.

Under a limited assurance review, the auditor is responsible for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return in accordance with NAO Auditor Guidance Note 02 (AGN 02) as issued by the NAO on behalf of the
Comptroller and Auditor General. AGN 02 is available from the NAO website — https:/iwww.nao.org.uk/code-audit-
practice/quidance-and-information-for-auditors/

This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial maﬁagement is adequate and effective and that it has a sound
systern of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountabifity Return in accordance with
Proper Practices which:

« summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2025; and
« confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as external auditors.

2 External auditor's limited assurance opinion 2024/25

On the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGARY), in our opinion the information in
Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR is in accordance with Proper Practices and no other matters have come to our attention giving cause for concern that
relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have naot beer met.

Other matters not affecting our opinion which we draw 1o the attention of the authority:

We note that the smaller authority did not comply with Regulation 15 of the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 as it failed to make proper
provision durlng the year 2025/26 for the exercise of public rights, since the notice regarding the period far the exercise of public rights was not
published befare the start of the period. As a result, the smaller autharity must answer ‘No’ to Assertion 4 of the Annual Gavernance Statement
for 2025/26 and ensure that it makes proper provision for the exercise of public rights during 2026/27.

3 External auditor certificate 2024/25

We certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability
Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, for the year ended 31
March 2025.

S

External Auditor Signature
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